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A draft of the new constitution has been distributed throughout the country for debate. Public
discussion of the draft is expected to last through the end of June. The text will then be revised,
submitted for approval by a plenary session of the Democratic Constituent Congress (Congreso
Constituyente Democratico, CCD), and then submitted for public approval in a referendum,
tentatively scheduled for August. However, since late May when the pro-government majority-represented by the New Majority-Change 90 (Nueva Mayoria- Cambio 90) coalition began
circulating the draft, the CCD's constitutional commission has added two major articles. One would
expand application of the death penalty while the other would allow for consecutive presidential
reelection. Under the current constitution, promulgated in 1979, the death penalty can only be
applied in cases of treason committed in times of war against a foreign aggressor. The new proposal
would drop the "foreign war" clause, thus allowing application of the death penalty in a wide
variety of cases defined as "treason." Under decrees issued by President Alberto Fujimori, the
legal definition of treason had previously been expanded to include "crimes of terrorism which
result in death." Meanwhile, the 1979 constitution bans presidents from serving two consecutive
terms in office. The proposed reform would eliminate the mandatory five-year waiting period
for reelection. Opposition deputy Henry Pease criticized the draft constitution proposed by the
pro-government majority, "because it orients government powers in the direction of autocracy
rather than democracy." Although some opposition members have proposed coming up with an
alternative draft constitution, most of the opposition is focusing its efforts on a campaign to promote
a "No" vote on the government's draft in the referendum. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 05/20/93;
Spanish news service EFE, 05/25/93, 05/31/93, 06/03/93, 06/04/93, 06/06/93, 06/09/93)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

